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Cut a rectangle 
measuring 12 x 
34cm from a 
cardboard box, 
with the grain 
running down 
the length of 
the rectangle

YOU WILL NEED
MATERIALS

A rectangle of corrugated card 
measuring 12 x 34 cm
Wet strength tissue paper*
(I used white)
A 77cm length of withie** or 
wire (a wire coathanger would do)
PVA glue
Brown paper tape
Scraps of coloured tissue
Masking tape

TOOLS

Scalpel
Scissors
Old sponge
Wire cutters
A bin bag

* I found wet strength tissue at  
musgrovewillows.co.uk
** If using a withie, soak it 
before hand so that it bends 
easily.

HOW TO MAKE
A CARDBOARD

JAPANESEFAN

Cut 16 5mm wide 
strips into the 
top half of the 
rectangle, 
cutting off the 
excess card.

3. Tightly roll up the card 
and secure in place with 
the brown paper tape.

4. Using the 
scapel, pierce a 
hole in either 
side of the 
handle. 

5. Postion 
either 
end of the 
wire or 
withie in 
the holes 
and glue.

6. Fan out the 
strips of card 
and secure the 
tip of each one 
to the circle of 
withie/wire with 
small pieces of 
masking tape.

10. Trim the tissue close to 
the edge of the fan and smooth 
the edges around the with-
ie/wire. Don't worry if it 
looks a bit baggy. It will 
tighten up as it dries. 

11. Allow to dry and repeat on 
the other side. 

12. Decorate by gently applying 
more diluted PVA to the fan and 
laying coloured shapes on top. 

7. In a bowl, dilute some PVA 
with an equal amount of 
water. Mix well. 

8. Cut a piece of the wet 
strength tissue that is a bit 
larger than the head of the 
fan. 

9. Lay out the bin bag on a 
table and, using the sponge, 
gently spread a thin layer of  
diluted PVA over the tissue.
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Sponge a 
bit more 
PVA onto 
the shapes 
to secure 
them, being 
careful 
not to 
smudge the 
colour  
(which can 
run on some 
tissue 
papers). 
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Leave to dry. 


